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ventured a leap into the future when, if his brave hopes were
realized, his arms might also one day adorn a panel commemorating
his year of office as Master Reader, with all that the dignity implied
of solid practice and acknowledged reputation. He can certainly
not have anticipated even in the most fanciful effort of imagination
that, when that day came, his own shield would be surmounted
by an Earl's coronet and would later face across the corridor in
the Benchers' august private sanctuary the portrait, in the lovely
sky-blue robes of Grand Master of the Most Exalted Order of the
Star of India, of the Most Honourable the Marquess of Reading,
P,G, G.C.B., G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., G.C.V.O., Treasurer of the Inn
in the year 1928, nor that in the Hall itself the stained glass of a
section of the window-space reserved for commemorating those
members of the Inn who achieved the highest judicial offices
would reflect the black and gold of his own arms as Lord Chief
Justice of England.

At the moment he had neither arms nor practice nor prospects.
Moreover, intercourse with his fellow-students in the Middle
Temple Common Room showed him that henceforward he was
to be pitted, if Fate was kind, against men of very different intel-
lects and interests from those with whom he had hitherto associated.
Marshall Hall, Ellis Hume-Williams, Forbes Lankester, were
formidable promise of the character and calibre of the competition
lying ahead.

But instinct told him that after many vicissitudes he had at
last found his niche.

The year which he had already passed in Lawson Walton's
Chambers had confirmed him in this view, for he had developed
with increasing sureness the faculty of discerning the core of a
case and discarding the unessentials, until the pupil's work had
become of real value to his master.

The two were utterly dissimilar in character and upbringing,

for Lawson Walton was a strict Nonconformist with some of the

limitations and all the virtues of his type : conscientious, diligent,

high-minded 5   a little narrow in his outlook upon, and in his

contacts with, life, but having a fine mental equipment and

a deep reverence for the dignity of the law.   The novice could

have had no "better teacher j and in after years, when as a successful

pnior he was many times led by Lawson Walton and as a famous

King's Counsel found himself in frequent opposition to him, he

never abated the respectful admiration instilled in him at the

oatset of his career for the lofty standards of conduct and capacity

set by his old master. Moreover, in the same chambers was Henry

Poland, for a generation the leading figure of the Criminal Bar,